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is the first May day on which new France has hon-
ored the Church. It was saluted by a squad of
arquebusiers, who came and surrounded it. The
soldiers erected another in front of the fort, bearing
a crown, under which they placed the arms of the
King, of Monsieur the Cardinal, [268 i.e., 264] and
of Monsieur our Governor.

On the 3rd of the same month, some Savages who
came to see us said they had been told that a
European of Acadia had asserted that word would be
sent to the French who are in this country, that they
should bewitch all the rivers and the waters of these
regions, in order to kill off all the original Savages.
““ In fact,” said they, ‘‘ we already perceive that the
waters taste bitter.”” They entreated me earnestly,
if the ships brought such a message, to prevent this
misfortune, and to warn them of it. These poor
people do not know to what cause to attribute the
mortality among them. The devil worries and fright-
ens them, every year causing evil reports to be circu-
lated among them. I told them that, if a Frenchman
used sorcery, he would be put to death; and that
they ought to do the same with their sorcerers. One
of them replied very aptly, ‘“ You Frenchmen, you
obey one chief; if he had some wicked man killed,
the rest of the French, his relatives, would not dare
to talk about it; but if we killed a man of our nation,
however wicked he were, both his parents and his
friends would kill us, and thus we would all be de-
stroyed.”” Alas! if some one could stop the wander-
ings of the Savages, and [269 i.e., 265] give author-
ity to one of them to rule the others, we would see
them converted and civilized in a short time.

On the 18th of the same month, I received a letter



